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A land of genius
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Empolese Valdelsa is situated in the heart of Tuscany, along the Arno 

and Elsa rivers, just a short distance from Florence and the towns of 

Pisa, Siena and Lucca. 
Discover the 11 local municipalities and their exceptional cultural 

heritage of medieval hamlets, churches and religious sites, 

impressive historic residences and the places of the great names  

who lived here. 
Discover the local products such as extra virgin olive oil and 

Chianti and the beautiful naturalistic areas: Montalbano, a favourite 

of Leonardo da Vinci and the Medici family; the Fucecchio 

Marshland, the biggest inland marsh area in Italy; the beauty of the 

Valdelsa hills, the Canonica and Benestare Parks in Certaldo 

and Gambassi Terme. 
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Immersed between the green hills of the Montalbano and the flow of the Arno, these 
two small towns, united under one City Council, owe their presence to the river and its 
history and traditions.
Recent archaeological digs on the hills of Montereggi have unearthed many artefacts 
which can be viewed at the Museum of Archaeology in Montelupo, and would date the 
ancient river back to Etruscan times. Without a doubt the port of Limite began to develop 
from Medieval times and thanks to the reliability of its navicellai (boatmen), known for 
their ability in transporting goods along the river,  it became a vital link between Florence 
and the sea. A deep understanding of the river  led to the birth of Florentine shipyards, 
their history told by the Shipbuilding Exhibition Centre where one can see models of 
boats, original photographs and shipbuilding tools together with materials that detail the 
history of the Limite Rowers Society, founded in 1861 and the oldest in Italy.  The town 
of Capraia Fiorentina, built up in a bay of the Arno river, was an important outpost of the 
city of Pistoia during Medieval times for the control of river trade between Florence and 
Pisa. The two churches of San Jacopo a Pulignano and San Martino in Campo 
bear witness to the dependence on the Pistoia area and of the prosperity of the castle. 
Both churches were built in the XII Century along the slopes of the Montalbano. After 
years of hostility which led to the construction of the Castello di Montelupo by the 
Florentines, in 1204 peace was restored between Florence and Pistoia. Since then the 
proximity of the river and the availability of raw materials was exploited to develop the 
production of terracotta, an activity which carries on in workshops of the town and of 
which the  Fornace Pasquinucci, located along the river banks bears witness too.Today 
the factory has been converted into an exhibition and art centre. Behind Capraia, on the 
forest covered hills of Montalbano, where between the XVI and XVII Century, the Medici 
family created a vast hunting reserve, the Barco Reale Mediceo, it is possible to follow a 
number of trekking trails which reward you with stunning views across the river Arno 
and of the fertile surrounding countryside.

The Palios on the Arno river

Montalbano

The event not to be missed

focus on

Still today the traditions connected with the River are brought to life during the Palio di San 
Lorenzo, in July, and the Palio con la Montata, in September. The different town districts 
compete in these regattas along the Arno river and the towns are brought to life with 
celebrations and medieval parades. 

Behind Capraia are the hills of 
Monta lbano ,  dep ic ted  in  
Leonardo's drawings and much 
valued by the Medici who created 
their hunting reserve, the Barco 
Reale, there in the XVI and XVII 
centuries. Today extremely 
popular with nature tourists, 
Montalbano has a dense network 
of cycle and trekking paths 
(marked by red and white signs) 
leading to the peak at about 600 
metres above sea level and 
providing access to all of this 
extraordinary natural area in the 
heart of Tuscany.
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Castelfiorentino is a small town in the heart of Valdelsa, close to Siena and Florence, 
where the numerous traces of the past live happily alongside modern businesses. 
Like other local towns Castelfiorentino developed over the Middle Age thanks to its 
advantageous position on the route between Via Volterrana and the Via Francigena. 
The remains of the castle can be seen in the Pieve of the Saints Ippolito and  Biagio 
and the Collegiate Church of the Saints Lorenzo and Leonardo, both dating back to 
the XII century. In 1260 Castelfiorentino was the site of the famous battle of Montaperti 
between Siena and Florence, subsequently resulting in a Peace Treaty between the 
communes, an event which is still commemorated today in an exciting historic re-
enactment. 
Outside the city walls visitors can admire the Church of San Francesco, a rare example 
of Gothic architecture in the Valdelsa, and the Sanctuary of Santa Verdiana, with its 
baroque façade, dedicated to the patron saint of the town. 
This was the original location of the splendid XV century painting of the Saint, which can 
now be seen in the Museum of Santa Verdiana, together with other valuable works of 
art, such as the paintings of the Madonna and Child by Cimabue and Taddeo Gaddi. 
The frescoes, painted in the period from 1484 to 1490 by Benozzo Gozzoli were instead 
taken from two roadside tabernacles and can be admired in the Museum BeGo which is 
dedicated to the famous Florentine artist. Outside the historic centre, the strikingly neat 
model of the surrounding landscape is the work of the revolutionary agronomist Cosimo 
Ridolfi, who in 1834, in the nearby Villa di Meleto, founded the first Agricultural 
Institute in Italy. 
This carefully tended land and the courtesy of its inhabitants are mentioned by the writer 
Stendhal, who stopping in Castelfiorentino in 1819, enjoyed the local story-telling 
traditions so much as to compare it to his experience at the Scala Opera House in Milan. 
Perhaps due to such vocation for the arts and theatre, in 1867 the town built its very own 
Teatro del Popolo, today the core of the town's cultural life. 

The Montaperti Re-enactment

Museo BeGo

The event not to be missed

focus on

The historic Peace Treaty, signed 
on the 23rd November 1260 in 
Castelfiorentino, momentarily 
stopped the fighting between 
the Guelphs and Ghibellines 
after the bloody battle of 
Montaperti, recalled by Dante in 
the Divine Comedy. Every year in 
November Castelfiorentino 
marks the event with a historic 
re-enactment, an opportunity to 
reflect on the town's history and 
traditions.

An unusual building faced entirely in terracotta today houses the frescoes of the famous 
Florentine painter Benozzo Gozzoli from the roadside tabernacles of the Madonna della 
Tosse and the Madonna della Visitazione. Situated in the approach roads to 
Castelfiorentino, these tabernacles were the subject of great devotion for centuries. For 
conservation reasons, the frescoes were moved to the Museum where they can be seen in 
extraordinary close-up, together with the sinoper underpaintings discovered at the time of 
their removal. A number of multimedia stations offer the visitor a description of the finer 
details of the frescoes, and of the life and works of Benozzo Gozzoli.
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CERRETO GUIDI

The Medici's home

Cerreto Guidi, nestled in the gentle hills covered in vineyards and olive trees between the 
River Arno and the stretches of water of the Fucecchio marshland, is a typical hamlet 
which was chosen by the Medici family as a rural retreat. 
Despite the name of the town inevitably calling to mind the Counts Guidi, who built a 
castle here and another in Vinci to control the area during the Middle Ages, the town 
actually owes its current urban layout and fame to the Medici family. 
The famous Florentine family decided to take advantage of the position of the town, not far 
from the forests of Montalbano and the Fucecchio marshland and ideal for hunting, to 
build their country residence.
The imposing villa, which today still dominates the historic centre and which together 
with the nearby Pieve of San Leonardo makes up the Medici Complex, was built on 
orders of Cosimo I in 1556 and is today home to the Historical Museum of Hunting 
and the Territory, offering visitors a glimpse of the original purpose of the residence. 
Also dating from the Medici period and not far from the villa is the Oratory of the Holy 
Trinity where visitors can admire an altar piece from 1587 attributed to Domenico Cresti, 
known as il Passignano, depicting the Mass of St. Gregory.
The Sanctuary of Santa Liberata, situated just outside the town centre and today 
dedicated to the local patron saint, was built in 1336 as thanks for freeing the city from the 
troops of Mastino della Scala and underwent renovation works in the XVII Century.
Other important villas in the surrounding areas can be visited easily on foot or by bicycle 
along the clearly marked paths provided such as the historic Villas of Colle Alberti and 
Petriolo, some of which have become hotels or farms producing wine and olive oil where 
visitors can stay and enjoy the excellent local wine Vino Cerreto IGT and other produce. 
Local history enthusiasts can visit the MuMeLoc – Museum of the Local Memory to 
find out more about the striking events occurring in the nearby Fucecchio marshland 
during the Second World War.

Isabella's Night

MuMeLoc

The event not to be missed

focus on

For an entire weekend Cerreto Guidi goes back in time to July 1576, when the young Isabella 
de' Medici, accompanied by her court 
of ladies and knights, arrived at the villa 
to meet her betrothed Paolo Giordano 
Orsini. Around the Medici Complex, 
nobles and commoners meet, engaged 
in historic tournaments, dances and 
crafts typical of the Renaissance period. 
A succession of events, tours and 
performances lead up to the mysterious 
death of Isabella, which occurred in 
Cerreto Guidi on 16 July 1576 and on 
which the closing ceremony is 
conducted in the magnificent backdrop 
of the Medici bridges. 

This unique museum does not conserve objects or artefacts but recounts stories, voices and 
images which evoke the signs left by the past in the surrounding countryside and the 
memories of its inhabitants. The focal point of the collection is one of the most dramatic 
events of local history, the Nazi-Fascist massacre of the Fucecchio Marshland on the 23 
August 1944. Other events recounted are drawn from local memory, offering a broader, 
national and international angle.
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Surrounded by the picturesque, gentle hills of Valdelsa, Certaldo is a characteristic 
medieval hamlet where time seems to have stopped.
 The first settlements here have been dated back to the Etruscans but it was only in the XII 
Century, under the rule of the Conti Alberti family that the magnificent castle, known as 
the Palazzo Pretorio was built. 
Certaldo is situated on a hilltop in the beautiful countryside of the Valdelsa, and is 
enclosed within well-conserved walls, with a number of ancient gates (Porta Alberti, 
Porta al Sole and Porta al Rivellino).
The most convenient and panoramic way of reaching the castle is by means of the 
funicular railway, which leaves at regular intervals from Piazza Boccaccio. The 
advantageous position of the castle near the historic Via Francigena, a commercial and 
cultural crossroads in the Middle Ages led to a number of important Florentine Families, 
merchants and bankers taking up residence there, including the famous writer Giovanni 
Boccaccio (1313-1375), author of the Decameron and the forefather of narrative 

literature in Italy, who spent most of his life in the town and requested to be buried here. 
Bocaccio's House, now a museum and specialist library and his tomb in the Church of 
Saint Jacob and Saint Philip have been important stops on the tourist itinerary for 
years, as are the Museum of Sacred Art with the famous wooden crucifix of Christus 
Triumphans and the unique Nail Museum. 
The town of Boccaccio, remembered in history for his hundred tales recounting the many 
joys of life and of narrowly escaping death lived, has no lack of important food and wine 
traditions exploiting the delicious local products, such as Chianti wine, extra virgin olive 
oil, white truffles and the famous Certaldo red onions. 
Similarly, the town comes to life during the year with events and exhibitions of various 
kinds, among which the highly successful Mercantia festival in July and the food 

kermesse Boccaccesca in October.

Mercantia

The Nail Museum

The event not to be missed

focus on

The most famous International Festival of Street Artists in Italy is something not to be missed 
by anyone visiting the area in July. 
More than 100 performances every evening characterize, enliven and partially revolutionize 
the wonderful historic centre of Certaldo. Not only are there performances but there is also an 
extensive craft market and a place to meet the master craftsmen.

This unusual museum in the heart of 
the town has a unique collection of 
nails from every era and of every 
type, peasant tools and wooden 
sculptures, collected by Giancarlo 
Masini, the historic carpenter, artist 
and story-teller whose workshop in 
upper Certaldo was home to 
“Beppe Chiodo”.
The museum was inspired by the 
great artisan traditions of the 
Valdelsa, but also by the unusual 
story of the many trades in which 
nails play a fundamental part.



The Medieval Hamlet 
of Giovanni Boccaccio

CERTALDO

The Medieval Hamlet 
of Giovanni Boccaccio

Vinci Cerreto Guidi

Fucecchio Capraia 
e Limite

Empoli

Montelupo Fiorentino

Fiume  Arno

Montespertoli
Castelfiorentino Montaione Gambassi Terme

Certaldo

Surrounded by the picturesque, gentle hills of Valdelsa, Certaldo is a characteristic 
medieval hamlet where time seems to have stopped.
 The first settlements here have been dated back to the Etruscans but it was only in the XII 
Century, under the rule of the Conti Alberti family that the magnificent castle, known as 
the Palazzo Pretorio was built. 
Certaldo is situated on a hilltop in the beautiful countryside of the Valdelsa, and is 
enclosed within well-conserved walls, with a number of ancient gates (Porta Alberti, 
Porta al Sole and Porta al Rivellino).
The most convenient and panoramic way of reaching the castle is by means of the 
funicular railway, which leaves at regular intervals from Piazza Boccaccio. The 
advantageous position of the castle near the historic Via Francigena, a commercial and 
cultural crossroads in the Middle Ages led to a number of important Florentine Families, 
merchants and bankers taking up residence there, including the famous writer Giovanni 
Boccaccio (1313-1375), author of the Decameron and the forefather of narrative 

literature in Italy, who spent most of his life in the town and requested to be buried here. 
Bocaccio's House, now a museum and specialist library and his tomb in the Church of 
Saint Jacob and Saint Philip have been important stops on the tourist itinerary for 
years, as are the Museum of Sacred Art with the famous wooden crucifix of Christus 
Triumphans and the unique Nail Museum. 
The town of Boccaccio, remembered in history for his hundred tales recounting the many 
joys of life and of narrowly escaping death lived, has no lack of important food and wine 
traditions exploiting the delicious local products, such as Chianti wine, extra virgin olive 
oil, white truffles and the famous Certaldo red onions. 
Similarly, the town comes to life during the year with events and exhibitions of various 
kinds, among which the highly successful Mercantia festival in July and the food 

kermesse Boccaccesca in October.

Mercantia

The Nail Museum

The event not to be missed

focus on

The most famous International Festival of Street Artists in Italy is something not to be missed 
by anyone visiting the area in July. 
More than 100 performances every evening characterize, enliven and partially revolutionize 
the wonderful historic centre of Certaldo. Not only are there performances but there is also an 
extensive craft market and a place to meet the master craftsmen.

This unusual museum in the heart of 
the town has a unique collection of 
nails from every era and of every 
type, peasant tools and wooden 
sculptures, collected by Giancarlo 
Masini, the historic carpenter, artist 
and story-teller whose workshop in 
upper Certaldo was home to 
“Beppe Chiodo”.
The museum was inspired by the 
great artisan traditions of the 
Valdelsa, but also by the unusual 
story of the many trades in which 
nails play a fundamental part.



Art and history

Vinci Cerreto Guidi

Fucecchio Capraia 
e Limite

Montelupo Fiorentino

Fiume  Arno

Montespertoli
Castelfiorentino Montaione

Certaldo

Gambassi Terme

Empoli

EMPOLI

Art and history

Art, history and culture are the protagonists in Empoli the historic part of which is centred 
around the picturesque Piazza Farinata degli Uberti. It is here that the most important 
buildings are situated such as Palazzo Ghibellino, today home to the Museum of 
Palaeontology and the Collegiate Church of Sant'Andrea with its white and green 
marble façade, typical of the Florentine Romanesque style.
Near the Church, the Museum of the Collegiate of Sant’Andrea contains a number of 
masterpieces of Tuscan art from the XIV-XVI centuries, including a baptismal font 
attributed to Bernardo Rossellino, frescoes by Masolino, sculptures by Tino da Camaino 
and Mino da Fiesole and elegant paintings by Botticini and Filippo Lippi. Included in the 
museum tour is the Church of Santo Stefano degli Agostiniani containing parts of 
frescoes by Masolino, a marble Annunciation by Bernardo Rossellino and an important 
work by Bicci di Lorenzo. While the works of art and buildings in the town centre witness 
the historic events of Empoli from the Middle Ages to the Renaissance, green glass is 
considered the manufacturing symbol of the town in more recent times, the history of 
which is described in the innovative MUVE (Glass Museum).
Another famous local artist, Jacopo Carrucci, known as Pontormo, was born just 
outside the town in Pontormo at the end of the XV century.
Today his panels of St. John the Baptist and the Archangel Gabriel can be seen in the 
Church of San Michele and his childhood home has been transformed into a museum 
dedicated to his life and works, containing a facsimile of his Diary, some preparatory 
drawings for the panels of the Church of San Michele and a sixteenth century copy of the 
Madonna del Libro, one of the most widely copied paintings of the artist along with a 
multimedia story of his life. 
The central Piazza della Vittoria, where the house of the famous pianist Ferruccio 
Busoni is situated, is today a busy town square where every second Saturday of the 
month the Mercatale is held, offering local produce such as the famous Empoli 
Artichoke and the typical wine Bianco dell’Empolese.

Nottissima

The Glass Museum

The event not to be missed

focus on

A cultural festival held in September and involving the square and streets of the historic centre of 
Empoli. The programme offers an extensive array of events for all tastes and interests: music, 
theatre, dance, street markets and activities for children, all accompanied by food and wine stalls 
organised by the local bars, restaurants and businesses. 

The MuVe, housed in the old Salt Warehouse, tells the story of this manufacturing sector 
which characterized the town in the XVIII and XIX centuries, accompanies the visitor through 
the different phases of glass production. The MuVE is also home to temporary exhibitions, 
performances and concerts, as well as offering guided tours and workshops for families 
every first Sunday of the month. 
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FUCECCHIO

A castle on 
the Via Francigena

The history of Fucecchio is closely related to that of the Via Francigena, which crossed 
the Arno near the town  to then continue on to Valdelsa. 
In modern times instead, the town is renowned as the birthplace of the great Italian 
journalist, Indro Montanelli. 
The medieval tower, part of the original X century castle, marks the horizon of the 
historic centre of Fucecchio from far away and dominates the Parco Corsini together with 
another important monument, though of another kind: the Eloise, the modern work by 
Arturo Carmassi. Inside the Parco Corsini is the Civic Museum with its archaeological, 
art and natural history sections, describing the history of Fucecchio and the local area. 
Among the works of art displayed are the Madonna in gloria e santi, by Giovanni da San 
Giovanni known as Lo Scheggia, brother of Masaccio and the Madonna and Child by 
Zanobi Machiavelli, Florentine painter associated with Filippo Lippi. 
In another section, not to be missed, are the paintings and wooden sculptures of the 
Fucecchio artist Arturo Checchi. The Poggio Salamartano has instead been the 
religious centre of the Fucecchio community since the XI century. The Church of San 
Salvatore, founded in the X century by the Cadolingi, contains a valuable Crucifix from 
the beginning of the XIV century, a splendid XVII century organ and works by Empoli and 
Caccini. 
The Collegiate Church of St. John the Baptist, the current structure of which dates 
back to 1780, contains the beautiful panel of the Madonna in Trono con Bambino e Santi 
by Bartolomeo Ghetti. North-east of Fucecchio, on the river Usciana, is the Medici 
Cappiano bridge, originally a medieval fortified bridge for controlling transit along the 
Via Francigena route, and of which a short section is still visible in Fucecchio, in the 
Galleno area. The structure, transformed by Cosimo I de Medici into the administrative 
centre of  the grand-duchy's farms, today contains a hostel. For nature lovers the Padule 
di Fucecchio, a protected area between Pistoia and Firenze and the biggest inland 
marshland in Italy is well worth a visit. 

Indro’s Fucecchio

The event not to be missed

focus on

“I am indebted to Milan for what I have 
become but to Fucecchio for what I 
am”. With these words Indro Montanelli 
(1909-2001) expressed his close ties 
to his birthplace, roots which influenced 
his personality and his dry, incisive 
writing. In the historic Palazzo della 
Volta, the Montanelli Bassi Foundation, 
founded in 1987 by Montanelli himself 
to enhance the historic and cultural 
heritage of the town, houses his studies 
from Milan and Rome, transferred in 
their entirety to these premises, 
including books, papers, personal 
items and furnishings, offering a better 
picture than any biography could of his 
personality and the things he loved. 
Indro Montanelli lies in the family tomb 
in the town cemetery.

The Fucecchio Palio
This horse race re-enacts a historic race between the 12 districts of Fucecchio, which took 
place around 1200. Today the historic procession with more than a thousand participants 
takes place on Sunday morning through the streets town and the horse race later on in the 
day attracts tourists and supporters from all over Tuscany, making this event one of the most 
popular in the area. The Palio is held in May.
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GAMBASSI TERME

The hamlet of relaxation

In the heart of a territory famous since ancient times for the presence of its regenerating 
salt waters, Gambassi Terme is a fundamental stop-off along the Via Francigena, 
historically well-known for its restorative and welcoming characteristics. 
Located along the main roads that during Etruscan and Roman times connected the largest 
Tuscan towns, the medieval hamlet of Gambassi and the nearby Pieve di Santa Maria 
Chianni were mentioned by Archbishop Sigeric from Canterbury during his pilgrimage 
towards Rome on the Via Francigena, now one of the most evocative “walks” in Europe. 
Gambassi Terme is at the beginning of step no. 30 of the itinerary, which in a 3-hour walk 
leads to the famous town of San Gimignano.
This is not to be missed, especially for the beauty of the landscape and the exceptional view 
of the majestic towers of San Gimignano. 
In Medieval times, thanks to the presence of the necessary raw materials, Gambassi earned 
fame for its production of glassware, now documented in a permanent exhibition, and 
the manufacturing of terracotta. 
In the seventeenth century this was the material chosen by sculptor Francesco Gonnelli, 
known as the Blindman of Gambassi, who immortalised various famous personalities of that 
time, becoming a real celebrity himself. 
Not far from the historic centre that still conserves many of the original buildings and 
alleys from medieval times and offers breathtaking views of the surrounding countryside, is 
the Spa of the Via Francigena that exploits the beneficial properties of the brine waters of 
Pillo, with treatments for the body and spirit, all of which blend well with the genuine 
flavours of the olive oil and wine found here in abundance. 
The Benestare Park, just a stone’s throw from the historic centre, is a natural reserve 
dotted with fountains, springs and outcrops of water that are worth visiting.
Walking along the paths we can admire the Torrente Casciani, which emits gas eruptions 
that reach 23°C, and the springs of Botro delle Docce, where the waters emerge from a an 
impressive crack in the rocks.

Gambassigena

A stop-off along the Via Francigena

The event not to be missed

focus on

At the beginning of the itinerary that passes by Gambassi is the Parish Church of Saint Mary 
in Chianni, one of the most important examples of late-Romanesque architecture in Tuscany 
and also mentioned in Archbishop Sigeric’s diary. The sandstone façade is in contrast with 
the surrounding landscape, while the narrow space inside, typical of Romanesque churches, 
is divided into three naves. Also found within the Parish complex is the Pilgrims’ Hospice.

This collection of events animates 
the town for a whole week and is 
dedicated to traditional knowledge 
and local food and wine specialties, 
as well as the discovery of the 
itineraries along the Via Francigena 
in the territory of Gambassi Terme. 
The programme includes visits to 
the workshops of local artisans, 
food and wine tastings, art 
exhibitions, trekking and horse 
riding that allow us, even for just an 
hour, to imagine we are wayfarers 
and pilgrims during the Middle 
Ages. In June.
www.gambassigena.it
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MONTAIONE

The town 
of green tourism 

Immersed amidst the rolling Valdelsa hills, forming an unspoilt rural landscape of rare 
beauty all around the township is Montaione, very close to the Via Francigena and the 
ideal spot for an unforgettable holiday in nature. 
In the well-preserved historic centre arranged around the central piazza are Palazzo 
Pretorio and the ancient Parish Church of San Regolo (containing a Madonna and 
Child from the school of Cimabue) that remind us of the development of the castle of 
Montaione during Medieval times, when thanks to the Via Francigena, hundreds of 
pilgrims passed through the area on their way to Rome and the Holy Land. Likewise, the 
Civic Museum, housed inside Palazzo Pretorio, testifies to the most ancient traces of 
settlement in this area with numerous findings dating from Prehistoric and Medieval 
times, as well as a unique fossil of a whale skeleton from the Pliocene period that was 
dug up in the Montaione countryside. 
A pilgrim destination since the sixteenth century and just a few kilometres from 
Montaione, the unique Jerusalem of San Vivaldo shrine can still be visited today. In 
this extraordinary place, art, faith, history and landscape combine to create an evocative 
atmosphere that gives you the impression of stepping back in time. In the fourteenth 
century, Friar Vivaldo Stricchi of San Gimignano retreated here as a hermit choosing to 
live in the hollow of a chestnut tree. In 1515, Friar Tommaso da Firenze had a series of 
chapels built with multicoloured terracotta decorations depicting the life and 
Passion of Christ, with a journey through the most famous sites of Christian Jerusalem. 
In 1516, Pope Leo X granted indulgence to the faithful who visited this shrine, thus 
decreeing its fortune as a true place of pilgrimage. 
Driving down the secondary roads or strolling along the numerous well-marked 
excursion tracks among the hills and forests of Montaione, we come across fascinating 
villages, such as Castelfalfi, and catch glimpses of impressive villas seeped in history. 
We can also stop and sample the excellent local bread and buy typical products from the 
characteristic workshops and traditional markets.

The tartufesta

The Jerusalem of San Vivaldo

The event not to be missed

focus on

Precious and rare, with a unique flavour, the white 
truffles from the nearby San Miniato hills are the 
stars of this food and wine festival. In addition to the 
tastings in the stands of local producers, this  Truffle 
Fair also hosts the original Cooking Art Show with 
award-winning chefs. Musicians, painters, artists 
and poets animate the historic centre while in the 
surrounding woods it is possible to take part in 
guided walks or horse-riding. And for children, 
workshops on a theme and an exciting Truffle Hunt! 
In October.

This unusual shrine, is located in the middle of an extensive woodland area where, between 
1500 and 1515, Fra Tommaso da Firenze ordered the construction of a series of chapels and 
temples decorated with multicoloured terracotta, inspired by the life and Passion of Christ 
and arranged in such a way as to reproduce  a scaled down layout of the old Jerusalem. 
Thanks to a papal bull, Pope Leo X granted indulgence to all those who visited San Vivaldo 
which soon became the destination of a substitute pilgrimage for those unable to manage the 
journey to the real Holy Land.  Now, as in the past, we can still admire the chapels in classical 
style with their extraordinary terracotta works from the Della Robbia School as we enjoy 
moments of quite reflection in this timeless place.
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MONTELUPO FIORENTINO

The ceramics city

Renowned worldwide as the production centre of artistic ceramics, the town of 
Montelupo Fiorentino is also the perfect starting point for a journey into the heart of 
Tuscany. Situated between the river Arno and the fertile Valdelsa hills, it has been 
inhabited since prehistoric times and was colonised in the Etruscan and Roman period, 
as testified to by the important Villa Romana del Vergigno (one of the very few in inland 
Tuscany) and numerous findings now on display in the Museum of Archaeology. 
Nevertheless, the Republic of Florence was responsible for building the castle in 1204 
(now the bell tower of the St. Lawrence Priory) as a military outpost in the Arno valley 
and for the subsequent development of the town, which in the mid–fourteenth century 
was enclosed within city walls that are still partly visible.
Its close proximity to the city of Florence with its merchants and noblemen was also a 
constant throughout the Renaissance when the production of ceramics began to flourish, 
in particular the majolica works which enabled Montelupo Fiorentino to become one of 
the main manufacturing centres in Tuscany. 
Born and raised in this town filled with artistic and craft stimuli was Baccio da 
Montelupo, famous sculptor and study companion of Michelangelo himself in the 
Garden of St. Mark’s in Florence.
The activities widely documented in the Ceramics Museum, still carried on today in 
many ceramics workshops, are the absolute stars of the International Ceramics Festival 
during which history and traditions are revived in a series of performances, exhibitions 
and artistic demonstrations. 
Moreover, towards the end of the sixteenth century, the Medici family chose the left bank 
of the river Arno, near Montelupo Fiorentino, to erect the splendid Villa 
dell’Ambrogiana that can now only be admired from the outside.
The countryside of Montelupo Fiorentino, cultivated with vineyards and olive groves, 
provides typical top-quality produce such as the Chianti wines and extra-virgin olive 
oil which form the basis of the great variety of typical dishes of the rich local cuisine.

The Ceramics Fair

The Ceramics Museum of Montelupo

The event not to be missed

focus on

For over twenty years, Montelupo 
Fiorentino has been hosting the 
International Ceramics Festival, 
including art exhibitions with 
ceramics from all over the world, 
workshops, special tours and 
competitions. The town comes to life 
with events and occasions to 
celebrate its important local history 
and above all, to present its best 
contemporary productions. A visit to 
Montelupo Fiorentino during this Fair 
allows you to immerse yourself in a 
special atmosphere redolent of art, 
creativity and entertainment. In June 
www.festaceramica.it

The Ceramics Museum houses important 
testimonies to the ceramics pro-duction of 
Montelupo, which began in the thirteenth 
century, based mainly on majolica 
ceramics. This production reached its 
apex between 1420 and 1530 thanks to 
t he  t r ad i ng  con t ac t s  w i t h  t he  
Mediterranean basin and the fashion of 
“table-setting” that was emerging in the 
most prestigious Italian courts at that time. 
More than 1000 findings are on display 
that trace the history of the local 
production from the Middle Ages up to the 
nineteenth century and mainly derive from 
archaeological digs carried out in the ancient kiln dumps in the historic centre, first and 
foremost the one known as the Washhouse Well. One of the most significant pieces is the 
plate called the Rosso di Montelupo,  a masterpiece of Italian Renaissance majolica, 
decorated with grotesque figures, that takes its name from the unusual red pigment used in 
the decorations, the composition of which is still a mystery today.   
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The ceramics city

Renowned worldwide as the production centre of artistic ceramics, the town of 
Montelupo Fiorentino is also the perfect starting point for a journey into the heart of 
Tuscany. Situated between the river Arno and the fertile Valdelsa hills, it has been 
inhabited since prehistoric times and was colonised in the Etruscan and Roman period, 
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oil which form the basis of the great variety of typical dishes of the rich local cuisine.
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The Wine city

The true “capital” of Tuscan wines, this small town sits amidst hills covered with 
vineyards, typical of the Chianti countryside, where the Montespertoli wines are 
produced. Even though this area has been inhabited since Etruscan times, it was in the 
Middle Ages that the town of Montespertoli began to grow thanks to its position along the 
Via Volterrana which, not far off in the vicinity of Certaldo, joined onto the still important 
Via Francigena. 

Buildings from this period include the Parish Church of St. Peter in Mercato, where 
the Museum of Sacred Art can be found today, and the picturesque village of Lucardo 
which still conserves its medieval features. 

Thanks to Montespertoli’s commercial importance, the surrounding countryside is 
dotted with picturesque castles such as those of Poppiano, Montegufoni and Sonnino 
which belonged to famous noble Tuscan families. 

While in the past, merchants and pilgrims travelled along these roads in search of wealth 
or sanctity, today tourists can follow the Montespertoli Chianti Wine Road by car, 
bike, or on foot to discover the beautiful countryside and enjoy the typical flavours of the 
territory. A Museum dedicated to wine, Montespertoli's product par excellence, 
illustrates the different stages of the production processes.

 Held each year between May and June, the important Chianti Show attracts thousands 

of food and wine lovers who can enjoy the typical cuisine. While exploring the hilltop 
roads surrounding this town, with their churches and breathtaking views, we come across 
the Art Park in Chianti where installations of contemporary artists re-examine the 
relationship between environment and new expressive languages. 

Finally, in the historic centre is the Amedeo Bassi Museum that documents the 
importance of this famous early twentieth-century tenor, who was born and raised in the 
small town of Montespertoli and went on to tread the boards of some of the most famous 
theatres in the world.

The Chianti Show

The Amedeo Bassi Museum

The event not to be missed

focus on

For the last 58 years, from the end of 
May to the beginning of June, 
Montespertoli celebrates the most 
prestigious of its products, the 
Montespertoli Chianti wine at the not-
to-be-missed Chianti Festival. 
Tastings of the famous wines along 
with local specialties are at the heart of 
the programme, as well as concerts, 
parades, classic car rallies and a 
historical re-enactment of the 
harvesting set in the first decades of 
the twentieth century with farm 
machines and costumes from that 
period. 
www.mostradelchianti.it

The museum dedicated to Amedeo Bassi (1872–1949), located in the historic centre of 
Montespertoli, houses the collection of the tenor’s keepsakes, donated to the city by his 
heirs and numerous fans.  The exhibition itinerary traces the life and spectacular success of 

this authentic star in the early-
twentieth century. Through 
photographs, period objects 
and f i lms, the museum 
accompanies visitors on the 
discovery not only of the artistic 
figure of Amedeo Bassi, but 
also the great Italian opera 
tradition. 
A selection of musical pieces 
allows you to listen to that 
“extremely suave and po- 
werful” voice that still today 
represents the most vital legacy 
of this great personage from 
Montespertoli.
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Sitting on the slopes of Montalbano surrounded by vineyards and olive groves, the town 
of Vinci is inextricably linked to the memory of its most famous citizen, Leonardo da Vinci 
(1452-1519). The castle dominating the village and known as the “Ship castle” due to its 
unusual shape, belonged to Conti Guidi’s in the twelfth century, however it later fell under 
Florentine rule and was finally turned into the town hall. 
While the evocative medieval alleys and panoramic views over the surrounding hills are 
in themselves worth a visit, the itinerary following Leonardo’s footsteps attracts the 
greatest number of visitors fascinated by his genius. The House of Leonardo at 
Anchiano is the first step on the Leonardo Itinerary with a museum tour to discover his 
most intimate artistic and human aspects, as well as his deep links with this territory. 
Immersed in the green Tuscan countryside, this is also an excellent starting point for 
walks along the beautiful tracks of Montalbano. In the historic centre of Vinci, the 
Leonardo Museum houses one of the largest and most original collections of machines 
and instruments by Leonardo, technologist and engineer. The models, accompanied by 
digital animations, testify to the vastness of Leonardo’s interests: from his studies on 
flight and the movement of water to designs for war machines, experiments on optics and 
textile machines.  
The itinerary continues to the Church of the Holy Cross where Leonardo was baptised in 
the chapel, today enhanced with installations by Cecco Bonanotte dedicated to the 
History of Deliverance. 
There are also evocative sites where imposing contemporary artworks re-elaborate the 
heritage of the Genius: the Man of Vinci, a sculpture by Mario Ceroli in Piazza del 
Castello, the bronze Horse sculpted by Nina Akamu, and Piazza dei Guidi designed by 
Mimmo Paladino as the scenographic entrance to the museum. 
Among the dedicated sites is the Leonardo Library housing the entire works of his 
coded manuscripts, nearly all of which can now be accessed online on the eLeo portal 
(www.leonardodigitale.com). The library now is an internationally-recognised research 
and study centre.  

VINCI

The Unicorn Festival

The Leonardo
Museum

The event not to be missed

focus on

The medieval fantasy festival which is held during the last weekend of July, animates and 
attracts thousands of cosplayers and comics fans, has become one of the most important in 

I ta ly.  The town, which is 
completely closed off to traffic and 
set up in three thematic areas, 
turns into an exceptional scenic 
stage for elves, magicians, pirates 
and fantastical creatures. 
There is a succession of 
performances, role-laying games, 
concerts, contests, conferences 
with important authors and comic 
illustrators, as well as with the 
stars of international fantasy. In 
July.  
www.festaunicorno.it

Leonardo’s nometownLeonardo’s hometown

In two buildings, Palazzina Uzielli and 
the Conti Guidi Castle, containing 
over 60 models of machines and 
instruments exhibited with accu- 
rate references to Leonardo’s codes, 
this museum hosts one of the largest 
and most original collections 
dedicated to Leonardo da Vinci, 
architect, technologist and engineer, 
and more generally, to the history of 
Renaissance technology. 
Crossing over enigmatic Piazza dei Guidi, we reach Palazzina Uzielli with rooms dedicated to 
machines used in the construction, textile and mechanical clock sectors. 
The original nucleus is on display in the Conti Guidi Castle: here we can admire the futuristic 
war machines, the great beating wing, the self-propelled tank and other fascinating 
instruments. 
Not to be missed in spring and summer, a visit to the panoramic terrace at the top of the tower 
of the Castle to admire the surrounding Tuscan countryside, often painted by Leonardo. 
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HOW TO GET THERE TOURIST OFFICES

The best way to reach the various towns and calmly explore the panoramic roads, 
characteristic villages, natural areas, and museums, is by car. However, the largest 
towns also have train and bus services. 

By plane
Amerigo Vespucci Airport, Florence
Galileo Galilei International Airport, Pisa

By train
Trains: Florence -Pisa -Leghorn or Florence -Siena
Stations in: Montelupo Fiorentino, Empoli, San Miniato/Fucecchio, 
Castelfiorentino, Certaldo. 

By Bus
Copit and Sita lines

By car
From Florence and Pisa: FI-PI-LI motorway (exits: Ginestra Fiorentina, Montelupo 
Fiorentino, Empoli, San Miniato)
From Siena: Firenze- Siena motorway (exit: Poggibonsi)
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Castelfiorentino Montaione

Certaldo

Gambassi Terme

I.A.T Cerreto Guidi
tel. 0571 55671

info@prolococerretoguidi.it  

I.A.T. Certaldo
tel. 0571 661310

info.turismo@comune.certaldo.fi.it   
 

I.A.T. Castelfiorentino
 tel. 0571 629049

infocastello@libero.it 
 

I.A.T. Empoli
tel. 0571 76714

info@museodelvetrodiempoli.it 
 

I.A.T. Fucecchio  (presso URP)
tel. 0571 268206

urp@comune.fucecchio.fi.it  
 

I.A.T. Gambassi Terme
tel. 0571 639192

comunegambassi@libero.it 
 

I.A.T. Montaione
tel. 0571 699255

turismo@comune.montaione.fi.it 
 

I.A.T. Montelupo Fiorentino 
(presso Museo della Ceramica)

tel. 0571 51352
ufficioturistico@museomontelupo.it 

 
I.A.T. Montespertoli 

tel 0571 657579  
touristofficemontespertoli@gmail.com  

 
I.A.T. Vinci

tel. 0571 568012
terredelrinascimento@comune.vinci.fi.it 
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Info
Inter-borough Tourist Office

via della Torre, 11 – 50059 Vinci (FI) - Tel.0571 933285

info@toscananelcuore.it   -   www.toscananelcuore.it                 
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