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Empolese Valdelsa
e Montalbano
A land of Genius in the heart of Tuscany
The Empolese Valdelsa and Montalbano region is located right in
the heart of Tuscany, between Pisa and Florence, and it is crossed by
the Arno River and the Via Francigena. This is the land of Leonardo
da Vinci and Giovanni Boccaccio, source of inspiration and beauty
for centuries.
The 11 municipalities in the area await you with their exceptional heritage:
medieval villages, museums of art and science, evocative historical
residences and places related to great personalities.
Discover the area with its quality products: extra virgin olive oil IGP, Chianti
wine, artistic ceramics and many others that you cannot even image.
Enjoy the Tuscan landscape and its nature: the Montalbano region, loved
by Leonardo and the Medici Family; the Padule di Fuccechio, the largest
inland marshland in Italy and the Valdelsa hills with the Parco di Canonica
in Certaldo and the ancient Via Francigena among Castelfiorentino,
Montaione and Gambassi Terme.

How to get there
The best way to reach the 11 towns is by car. It will be
exciting to drive along the panoramic roads and visit by your
own ancient villages, natural areas and museums, while if
you want to travel by public transport, trains and buses serve
the main towns.
https://toscananelcuore.it/en/how-to-get-there

Firenze

All Museums in one ticket
Sacred art museums, handicraft collections, memory
houses are all included in the 21 places of interest of the
MUDEV, a network of museums of the Empolese Valdelsa
and Montalbano area. If you want to visit more than one
museum, you may purchase a combined ticket valid for 1
year, including all MUDEV museums!
www.museiempolesevaldelsa.it

Pisa

You can find all information you
need at our InfoPoint: leaflets,
maps, events calendar. At the
tourist offices (IAT in Italian)
booking service of guided visits
is often available.

Informazioni
Turistiche
Tourist information office

Please check the complete list at
the following page:
www.toscananelcuore.it/en/tio

Siena

A land of Genius
Mainly known as the birthplace
of Leonardo and Boccaccio, the
Empolese Valdelsa and Montalbano
region is the land of many illustrious
figures, protagonists of art and
culture. To discover their history,
visit their Memory Houses.

Giovanni Boccaccio, father of Italian prose
“Certaldo, as you may have heard, is a castle in the Val d’Elsa
region, which, though small, was already inhabited by nobles
and rich men” (Decameron, VI, 10). These are the words used by
Boccaccio to describe his village in the 14th century, which today
still preserves its original aspect. The house where Boccaccio
lived is now a museum.
Leonardo in Vinci, at the origin of the Genius
Anchiano is the birthplace of Leonardo, surrounded by the olive
groves of Montalbano hills. This village is the symbol of the
intimate bond that the great artist and scientist always had with
his land. An evocative audio-visual narration brings Leonardo and
his most personal universe back to life.
Pontormo, the artist of “Modern manner”
One of the most famous painters of the 16th century, Jacopo
Carucci was born just outside the city of Empoli, in Pontorme.
His birthplace-museum features a copy of his personal diary
and a multimedia narration of his life. Not far away, the Church
of San Michele keeps two panels of the painter: Saint John the
Evangelist and the Archangel Michael.
Ferruccio Busoni, a virtuoso pianist
One of the greatest Italian pianists, Ferruccio Busoni was born
in Empoli. His house, set in the old town centre, displays scores,
operas, librettos and the piano on which he practised. The Centro
di Studi Musicali Ferruccio Busoni organises an important
classical music festival every year.
Indro Montanelli and modern journalism
One of the greatest Italian journalists of the 20th century, Indro
Montanelli, travelled extensively but was always linked to his town,
Fucecchio. The Palazzo della Volta now houses the Fondazione
Montanelli Bassi. The journalist’s studios once in Milan and Rome
now are here and open to the visitors.

The Via Francigena
in the heart of Tuscany
The route crosses the
region for about 50 km
offering a stunning view of
the landscape. In addition
to the evocative trail, many
events dedicated to the
Francigena await you, such
as the Via Francigena in
Valdelsa in Castelfiorentino.

Leg 29 - from Altopascio to San Miniato (29 km)
The Via Francigena becomes part of our territory at Galleno, in
the municipality of Fucecchio, a small village where a portion
of medieval cobblestones is still visible. The route continues
through the Cerbaie hills towards the bridge of Ponte Mediceo
di Cappiano, reaching first the centre of Fucecchio and then the
town of San Miniato.
Leg 30 - from San Miniato to Gambassi Terme (24 km)
A route of extraordinary beauty through the hills of the Valdelsa
region. Along the way, it is possible to visit two places described
by the Archbishop Sigerico in his diary: the Pieve di Coiano in
Castelfiorentino and the beautiful parish Church of Santa Maria
a Chianni, nearby Gambassi, which is a leg of the trail.
Leg 31 - from Gambassi Terme to San Gimignano (13.4 km)
This section connects Gambassi to the famous San Gimignano,
along the way take a break and enjoy the stunning landscape
and a special point of view on the medieval towers of the
“Manhattan of the Middle Ages”.
Pilgrims passing through the “Tuscany in the heart” can
find some hospitality in three hostels: the Ponte de’ Medici
Hostel in Ponte a Cappiano (Fucecchio), the Locanda d’Elsa in
Castelfiorentino and the Sigerico Hostel in Gambassi Terme.

The medieval villages
Many are the medieval villages
of this region, starting from the
most ancient village of the area,
Lucardo, with its medieval walls,
nearby Montespertoli, to the
charming beauty of Castelfalfi
with its castle and also Tonda,
rich in country residences, now
accommodation facilities, both
in the Montaione area. The
villages of Castra in Capraia
and Sant’Amato in Vinci, in
the Montalbano area, are two perfect points of view if you
want to enjoy a stunning panoramic view over the region. You
can experience a full immersion in the nature choosing the
Mommialla wood (Gambassi). Finally, Castelnuovo d’Elsa not
far from the Via Francigena and the castle of Monterappoli in
the area of Empoli. These are just some of the nice villages of
the Empolese Valdelsa and Montalbano region.

The paths
The Empolese Valdelsa region
is rich in paths and trails
walkable by your own, following
the white-red signs, or simply
join in a guided visit. You can
walk along the panoramic
routes of the Montalbano in the
territory of Capraia and Vinci
and Valdelsa region, along
the wooded trails in the Upper
Carfalo Valley, or along the flat
paths in the Arnovecchio Oasis
and in the Fucecchio Marshes.

The Chianti region
and the typical products
The
Empolese
Valdelsa
and Montalbano region has
an ancient food and wine
tradition and everyone can
enjoy it: the Empoli artichoke,
the truffle in Montaione, the
bread in Montespertoli, the
Certaldo onion. The most
famous products are those
that, in addition to a millennial
history of production, now
boast a quality certification
or denomination of origin. Two of those products are the
IGP Montalbano extra virgin olive oil and the Chianti wine, a
symbol of the Tuscan production and here produced in the subareas Montespertoli, Colli Fiorentini and Montalbano.

Castles and historical
residences
The region has many beautiful
and
imposing
historical
residences, such as the one of
Castle of Montegufoni, with
its tower inspired by one of the
Palazzo Vecchio in Florence,
the Castle of Poppiano where
Guicciardini wrote in 1540 his
“Historia d’Italia”. The Castle of
Oliveto, recently attributed to
Brunelleschi, the Villa di Meleto,
where Ridolfi founded the first
School of Agriculture in Italy in
1843 then the Villa Dianella and the Villa del Ferrale, with its
splendid Italian-style garden. These historic residences, well
preserved, now open to the public as resorts, wineries or event
venues, are just some of the many residences in the region.

Capraia e Limite
The Arno Land

Capraia e Limite are two towns part of the same municipality
and located between the hills of the Montalbano region and the
course of the Arno River, which has certainly influenced their
history and traditions. Excavations on the hill of Montereggi,
whose archaeological finds are kept in the Archaeological
Museum of Montelupo, allow us to date the foundation of the
first river port to the Etruscan period, even if it was during the
Middle Ages that the port became a strategic point of connection
between Florence and the sea. The Navicellai (expert shippers),
in fact, were known for shipping goods on the river.
In the Rowing Museum and in the Exhibition Centre for
Shipbuilding and Rowing we can see this special ability in
navigation, housing models of boats, vintage photographs,
caulkers’ and shipwrights’ tools and documents about the
history of the Società Canottieri Limite, the oldest in Italy (1861).
In the Middle Ages, the village of Capraia, situated on a bend in
the Arno river, was not only an important outpost of Pistoia, as
it also influenced the construction of the Castle of Montelupo
Fiorentino, built right opposite Capraia. The Romanesque
churches of San Jacopo a Pulignano and San Martino in Campo,
located on the slopes of the Montalbano hills, bear witness to
the relationship between the Pistoia district and the village of
Capraia. The proximity of the river and the availability of raw
materials allowed the development of terracotta production in
this area, an activity that continues today: Pasquinucci Furnace,
now an exhibition centre, is a clear example. The Montalbano
hills, behind Capraia, are the perfect place to enjoy a stunning
view from the wooded paths, many of them dedicated to the
Etruscans. This area is also famous because the Barco Reale
Mediceo was the Medici Family’s hunting ground in the 17th
century.

The event
Fairs and Challenges
on the Arno river
Local traditions are still alive and strictly
connected to the river, such as the Palio
con la Montata, a boat race on the Arno
River on September. Other events take
place in Capraia e Limite: the Palio dei Rioni, in Capraia, on
May; the Palio dei carretti, in Castra, on June.

Focus on
The Montalbano region
The famous Montalbano hills, behind Capraia, represented by
Leonardo da Vinci in his paintings, were also the place that the
Medici Family chose, between the 16th and the 17th centuries, as
hunting ground, the Barco Reale.
Nowadays, the area is the perfect location for nature lovers
and is rich in paths (marked by the well-known white and red
colours) for walkers and bikers who want to explore this natural
area in the heart of Tuscany. Walking along the slopes of the
hills you can reach the top (600 mt. s.l.).

Castelfiorentino
In the heart of the Valdelsa region

Castelfiorentino, balancing modernity and tradition, preserves
the past and improves its current commercial activities. The
village developed in the Middle Ages, thanks to its position at
the crossroads of the Via del Sale and the Via Francigena. In the
ancient city walls - still visible near the Pieve di Sant’Ippolito e
Biagio - and nearby by the Collegiate Church of St Lorenzo and St.
Leonardo, a peace treaty was signed in 1260 between Florence
and Siena following the bloody battle of Montaperti. Outside
the city walls, it is still possible to visit the 13th-century Church
of San Francesco and the Sanctuary of Santa Verdiana (the
Saint Patron of the town) with its imposing Baroque façade. The
sanctuary was originally hosting the splendid 15th-century panel
painting depicting the Saint, then moved in the nearby Museum
of Sacred Art, together with other masterpieces such as the
panels by Cimabue and Taddeo Gaddi depicting the Madonna
and Child. Other monumental frescoes, painted between 1484
and 1490 by Benozzo Gozzoli, once in two tabernacles are now
exhibited in the BeGo Museum dedicated to the famous painter.
In the picturesque surrounding countryside, it is impossible not
to notice the Castello di Oliveto, recently attributed to Filippo
Brunelleschi and the well organised landscape shaped in part
by the work of the Marquis Cosimo Ridolfi who in 1834, in the
nearby Villa di Meleto, founded the first agricultural school in
Italy. This beautiful land and the people’s kindness seduced
even the famous writer Stendhal, who compared his experience
in Castelfiorentino to the same excitement he experienced at
the Scala Theatre in Milan. The local theatre, built in 1867, today
Teatro del Popolo, reflects the art attitude of the area.

The Event
Via Francigena in Valdelsa
The Via Francigena, described in 990 a.C. by Sigerico in his
diary, crosses the hills of Castelfiorentino near the Pieve di
Coiano, one of the steps of our trail. Remembering this event,
in Castelnuovo d’Elsa, every first weekend of October, fairs and
excursions (on foot, by bike or horseback riding), theatre shows
and jousts take place.

Focus on
BeGo Museum
This unique building, covered by cotto tiles,
houses the frescoes painted by Benozzo
Gozzoli: “Madonna della Tosse” and
“Madonna della Visitazione”. The frescoes
originally were exhibited open air in some
tabernacles along the street, but in order
to preserve them, they are now inside
the museum together with the “sinopias”
(which have been discovered when the
frescoes have been removed). The museum is equipped with a
multimedia section to learn more about the work of art and life
of the famous painter.

Cerreto Guidi
The Medici House

This Medieval village is surrounded by hills of vineyards and olive
groves and by the Fucecchio marshes. Even if its name recalls
the medieval presence of the Conti Guidi, who built here and in
Vinci two castles to control the area, the town owes its current
appearance and fame to the Medici family. The Florentine family,
in fact, decided to build a splendid country residence near the
Montalbano woods and the marshes, a perfect hunting spot.
The imposing villa, still dominating the town, form the Medici
Complex together with the near parish Church of San Leonardo.
The villa was built under Cosimo I, in 1564, and today hosts
the Historical Museum of Hunting and the Territory, reminding
of the original destination of the residence. The Renaissance
theme inspires the most ancient historical reenactment in the
Empolese Valdelsa, the Palio del Cerro, a competition held in
August among the 4 neighborhoods of the town. Near the villa,
we can see the Oratory of the Holy Trinity, dating back to the
Medici period, which keeps an altarpiece (1587) by Domenico
Cresti, known as il Passignano. Just outside the centre is the
Sanctuary of Santa Liberata, dedicated to the Saint Patron of
the town. It was built in 1336 to thank the Saint for liberating the
city from the troops of Mastino della Scala and then renovated
during the 17th century. The surrounding area is the ideal place
for walkers and riders, the routes are marked by the classical
red and white colours, and along the way it is possible to admire
some historical residences such as the villas of Colle Alberti and
Petriolo, today accommodation facilities or wineries, producing
the famous the Chianti DOCG and IGT from the Cerreto hills,
together with the other wineries of the town. Finally, find the
traces of a recent past in the MuMeLoc - Museum of Local
Memory.

The Event
The Isabella’s night
One weekend per year Cerreto Guidi goes
back to 1576, when the young Isabella de’
Medici, accompanied by a procession of
ladies and knights, arrived at the villa to
meet her husband, Paolo Giordano Orsini. Nobles and common
people meet around the Medici Villa, and everybody celebrate
with typical Renaissance balls and historical games.
Events, shows and exhibitions retrace the history of Isabella
until her death, occurred on July 16th 1576 in Cerreto Guidi. The
final show takes place over the Medici Bridges.
www.lanottedisabella.it

Focus on
The Crocheted Nativity Scene
The fascinating Crocheted Nativity Scene, realized by Gessica
Mancini and the Ladies of Crochet, about 50 volunteers from
the area but also from other parts of Italy, is certainly unique.
Started as a simple nativity scene, then it became something
more, reproducing the village of Cerreto Guidi, with attention
to the smallest details, all rigorously crocheted. An authentic
work of art, it is about 30 metres long and features the Villa
Medicea in miniature. Every year the scenery is enriched with
new characters and subjects.

Certaldo
Giovanni Boccaccio medieval village

This medieval village is surrounded by the hills of the Valdelsa
region where a mystical atmosphere seems to freeze the time.
Its origins date back to the Etruscans, but it is only during the
12th century that the castle, the Palazzo Pretorio and the city
walls were built. Nowadays city walls surrounding the city
centre with its ancient gates (Porta Alberti, Porta al Sole and
Porta al Rivellino) are well-preserved. The best way to reach the
castle is by funicular railway, departing from Piazza Boccaccio.
The castle, close by Via Francigena, had, in ancient times, a
strategic position for trade activities. Merchants, bankers and
other important personalities, among them the family of the
famous writer Giovanni Boccaccio (1313-1375), author of the
Decameron and father of the Italian prose, decided to live here.
Don’t miss the house of the poet, today a museum and a library,
his tomb located inside the Church of San Jacopo and Filippo,
the Sacred Art Museum with the famous wooden crucifix
Christus Triumphans and the Nail Museum.
Boccaccio’s birthplace, renowned for the famous Decameron
stories dedicated to the joy of life, has also a strong food and
wine tradition: Chianti wine, extra virgin olive oil, white truffle
and the famous red onion of Certaldo. All year around, events
and festivals animate the village. The most important events
are the Giovanni Boccaccio Literary Prize, Mercantia Festival
in July and the Boccaccesca Festival in October, dedicated to
food and wine.

The Event
Mercantia
It is an international festival of street
theatre, the most famous in Italy, taking
place every July. Over 100 shows per
night animate and partialy upset the
marvellous old town centre of Certaldo.
Not only shows but also a handicraft market and workshops
with the craft masters.
www.mercantiacertaldo.it/en

Focus on
The Nail Museum
This unique museum hosts a special nails collection of all ages
and shapes, farming tools and wooden sculptures collected by
Giancarlo Masini, a historic carpenter, artist and storyteller. In
his workshop, in Certaldo town centre, he created the character
“Beppe Chiodo”. A museum inspired by the handicraft tradition
of the Valdelsa area which tells in a curious way the special role
of nails in the diverse crafts.

Empoli
Art and History

In Empoli, visitors breathe art, history and culture, and the central
Piazza Farinata degli Uberti, reflects this special atmosphere.
There we can admire beautiful residences such as Palazzo
Ghibellino, hosting the Museum of Palaeontology, and the
Collegiate Church of St Andrea with its white and green marble
façade, as it used to be the Florentine Romanesque architecture
style. Near the church, the Museum of the Collegiate of St Andrea
displays authentic masterpieces of Tuscan art dated between the
14th and 16th centuries, including the baptismal font by Bernardo
Rossellino, frescoes by Masolino, sculptures by Tino da Camaino
and paintings by Botticini and Filippo Lippi. The museum also
includes the Church of St Stefano degli Agostiniani hosting
the remains of frescoes by Masolino, a marble Annunciation by
Bernardo Rossellino and a precious panel by Bicci di Lorenzo. If
art and culture in Empoli are strongly influenced by events of the
Middle Age and Renaissance, the green glass, whose history is
told inside the innovative MUVE museum, represents the modern
manufacturing industry. Nearby Empoli it is possible to visit the
village of Pontorme, where the famous painter Jacopo Carucci,
known as Pontormo, was born in 1494. Here, main places of
interest deserve a visit. The Church of St Michele, with works
by Pontorno depicting St. John the Evangelist and St. Michael
the Archangel, and the painter’s birthplace, where visitors can
explore a facsimile edition of his Diary, the preparatory drawings
for the panels in the Church of San Michele and a 16th -century
copy of the Madonna del Libro. The Pontormo’s house-museum
has also a multimedia section telling the painter’s life. The central
Piazza della Vittoria, where the house-museum of pianist and
composer Ferruccio Busoni is located, is now the centre of city
life. The town of Empoli hosts a special market, the “Mercatale”,
every second Saturday of the month, where it is possible to taste
the famous Empoli Artichoke and the Bianco Empolese (white
wine).

The Event
Beat Festival
This unique festival mixes music, food, sport, dj sets and
much more. It takes place every year at the end of August, at
the Parco di Serravalle, the Empoli green area. The music is
the main theme of the festival with concerts by artists from the
international scene, but food also plays an important role with
street food for all tastes and many other collateral initiatives.
www.beatfestival.net

Focus on
The Glass Museum
The Glass Museum called MuVE (Museo
del Vetro), located inside the ancient Salt
Warehouse, let us know the story of this
famous production, which strongly marked
the local identity between the 19th and 20th
centuries. Visitors can also retrace all steps of glass production
inside the furnace, admire temporary exhibitions, attend shows
and concerts or even join a tour. Workshops for families are
organized.

Fucecchio
A castle along the Via Francigena

Fucecchio origins are definitely linked to the Via Francigena,
crossing here the Arno River towards the Valdelsa region.
Nowadays the town is renowned for being the birthplace of the
famous journalist and writer Indro Montanelli. The medieval
tower, part of a 10th-century castle, marks the outline of the
centre from afar and dominates the Parco Corsini, building an
ideal relationship with the contemporary artwork by Arturo
Carmassi, the Eloisa. The Parco Corsini includes the Civic
and diocesan Museum, with its archaeology, art and natural
history sections. The museum tells the story of the city and its
territory: beautiful artworks are displayed, such as the Madonna
in glory and Saints by Lo Scheggia, Masaccio’s brother, and the
Madonna with Baby Jesus by Zanobi Machiavelli. Don’t miss the
modern works of Fucecchio artist Arturo Checchi. Since the
11th century, the religious centre of the city is represented by the
Poggio Salamartano, where it is worth visiting the 10th-century
Church of San Salvatore with its precious 14th-century crucifix,
a splendid organ and paintings by Empoli and Caccini. Then,
discover the Collegiate Church of San Giovanni Battista, built in
its actual shape in 1780, keeping the marvellous panel depicting
the Madonna and Child Enthroned with Saints by Bartolomeo
Ghetti. Northwest of Fucecchio, on the Usciana River, is the
Ponte Mediceo di Cappiano. The construction originates
from a fortified bridge that controlled the road network along
the Via Francigena: today walkers can still see a short stretch
of pavement near Fucecchio, at Galleno. The structure,
transformed by Cosimo I de’ Medici into the administration
centre of the grand-ducal farms, now houses a hostel. For a
naturalistic tour, choose the Fucecchio Marshes, Italy’s largest
inland marshland.

The Event
The Palio of Fucecchio
The horse race re-enacts the historic 13thcentury dispute between the 12 districts
of Fucecchio.
The commemoration starts with a parade
through the streets of the village after which the horse race can
take place. The palio is one of the most popular events of the
area and attracts both tourists and enthusiasts from all over
Tuscany. Held in May.
www.paliodifucecchio.it

Focus on
Fucecchio by Indro
“What I became I owe to Milan, but what I am I owe to
Fucecchio”. With these words, Indro Montanelli (1909-2001)
expresses how his birthplace influenced his personality and
his simple and incisive writing style. The historic Palazzo della
Volta houses the Fondazione Montanelli Bassi since 1987,
founded by Montanelli himself to enhance the cultural and
historical heritage of his hometown. The palace houses his
two studios originally in Milan and Rome, including his books,
papers, personal items and furnishings. All these elements talk
about the journalist and writer better than any biography. Indro
Montanelli rests in the family tomb in the local cemetery.

Gambassi Terme
A relaxing village

Gambassi Terme has always been an important stage along the
Via Francigena, famous for its regenerating saline waters and
so strictly linked to wellness and hospitality.
Situated along the main roads that in ancient times linked the
major Tuscan towns, the village of Gambassi and the nearby
parish Church of Santa Maria a Chianni are mentioned by
Archbishop Sigeric of Canterbury among the stages of his
pilgrimage along the Via Francigena. Gambassi is at the
beginning of the leg n.31 of the route and in 3 hours it is possible
to reach San Gimignano, enjoyng a stunning view over the old
town with its majestic towers.
Due to the richness in raw materials, the village has been
developing a strong craft activity, such as the glass production,
whose history is retraced in a permanent exhibition, and the
manufacture of terracotta. During the 17th century, the blind
sculptor Francesco Gonnelli, known as the ‘Cieco di Gambassi’,
used his art to immortalise various historical figures of his time
and became a true celebrity.
The historic centre still preserves is ancient aspect - palaces,
narrow streets and stunning views over the surrounding area –
and hosts the Via Francigena Thermal Baths with the beneficial
properties of the Pillo water, offering body care treatments
and the chance to combine relax, food and wine. The Parco
Benestare is a natural area with some small hot springs with
free access; walking along the path it is possible to reach the
Torrente Casciani, where gas emissions reach up to 23 degrees,
or the Botro delle Docce springs, where water comes out from
an impressive fracture in the rock.

The Event
The Palio delle Contrade
The “Palio delle Contrade” with the traditional Chianti wine
exhibition, also called “Fiera”, is a regular event in the area, with
its float parade and competition of local wineries. During the
last week of August, the four Contrade compete for the “cencio”,
challenging each other in various skill tests and original and
exciting games such as the woodcutter and the famous “pigia
pigia”, which recalls the crushing of grape. The winner Contrada
wins the “cencio”, painted every year by renowned local artists.

Focus on
A stop along the Via Francigena
At the start of the itinerary, which stops at
Gambassi Terme, it is the parish Church of
Santa Maria a Chianni, also mentioned in
the diary of Archbishop Sigerico, which is
one of the most important examples of late
Romanesque architecture in Tuscany.
The yellow sandstone façade stands out in contrast to the
surrounding landscape, while the interior is characterised
by the rather austere Romanesque space, divided into three
naves. The Sigerico Hostel is also located in the parish church
complex.

Montaione
The green tourism village

The village of Montaione is surrounded by the beautiful hills of
the Valdelsa region, it is the perfect place to enjoy a holiday
in the countryside. The well-preserved old town centre is
characterized by Palazzo Pretorio together with the old parish
Church of San Regolo, which displays the Madonna with Child
by Cimabue’s workshop. This structure recalls old times when
the medieval castle, close to the via Francigena, occupied a
strategic point on the way to Rome and to the Holy Land too.
The Civic Museum, housed inside Palazzo Pretorio, displays
authentic remains from the Prehistory to the Middle Ages and a
fossil of a whale skeleton dating back to the Pliocene, found in
the Montaione countryside.
Near Montaione, it is a pilgrimage destination since the 16th
century, the Jerusalem of San Vivaldo. In this extraordinary place,
where art, faith, history and landscape create unprecedented
suggestions for our time, it is like taking a leap into the past.
Here, where in the 14th century the monk Vivaldo Stricchi
retired and lived in the hollow of a chestnut tree, first an oratory
was built and later, in 1515, Fra’ Tommaso da Firenze erected a
series of chapels made with terracotta decorations depicting
scenes and episodes from the life and Passion of Christ,
creating a route through the most famous places of Christian
Jerusalem. As early as 1516 Pope Leo X granted an indulgence
to the faithful who visited this sanctuary, making it a place of
pilgrimage. Leaving from the main route, there are many trails
well indicated that allows you to discover nice villages such as
Castelfalfi, ancient residences now transformed into hotels or
farmhouses.

The Event
Tartufesta
The precious and famous white truffle is the main attraction of
this festival dedicated to food and wine traditions. The Truffle
Market Fair offers tastings at local producers’ stands and a
special event, the Cooking Art Show, with star chefs. During
the festival, the city brings to life, musicians, painters, artists
and poets animate the downtown and visitors can participate
to many excursions on foot or on horseback. For kids themed
workshops and the famous Truffle Hunt! Held in October.

Focus on
The Jerusalem of San Vivaldo
This sanctuary is located in the middle of a
wide wooden area, the famous site where
Fra Tommaso da Firenze built, between
1500 and 1515, a complex of chapels and
small temples, decorated in polychrome
terracotta, inspired by the life and Passion of Christ and
reproducing the Jerusalem of Jesus times. Pope Leo X’s bull
granted the indulgence for those who visited the sanctuary, so
the visit of San Vivaldo became the substitute pilgrimage to the
Holy Land. Nowadays it is possible to visit the chapels and the
terracotta temples in Della Robbia style, joining in a group or by
your own and enjoying a moment of reflection in this peaceful
timeless place.

Montelupo Fiorentino
The city of ceramics

Montelupo Fiorentino well-known for its production of artistic
ceramics, lies at the confluence of the rivers Arno and Pesa
and is the perfect point of departure for an itinerary in the heart
of Tuscany. The imposing Villa Romana del Vergigno and the
remains exhibited in the Archaeological Museum tell us that
the city was already inhabited in prehistoric times and then
colonized by the Etruscans and Romans too. The castle, built
in 1204 by the Republic of Florence, was a military outpost over
the Arno Valley: the bell tower of the Priory of San Lorenzo is
what remains of it today.
Geographical and economics proximities with Florence are
an important aspect even during the Renaissance period
when ceramics manufacturing, especially the majolica, made
of Montelupo Fiorentino one of the main production centre in
Tuscany. The famous sculptor Baccio da Montelupo, a fellow
student of Michelangelo’s at the Giardino di San Marco in
Florence, was born here. The manufacturing production activity
is widely documented in the Museum of Ceramics and various
workshops are still organized. Ceramics is also the aim of
the International Ceramics Festivals, held in June. In recent
years Montelupo has created an intense relationship with
contemporary art, hosting in its streets and squares works by
renowned international artists. The Montelupo area matched
Medici Family’s purposes, as much as to build the splendid Villa
dell’Ambrogiana on the left bank of the Arno. The surrounding
countryside, cultivated with vineyards and olive groves, also
offers typical high-quality products, such as the excellent
Chianti wines and extra virgin olive oil that are the basis of
many typical dishes of the rich local cuisine.

The Event
Cèramica
The International Ceramics Festival has
taken place in Montelupo Fiorentino for
over twenty years. The festival includes
art exhibitions of ceramics coming from
all over the world, workshops, guided
tours and contests. The downtown hosts events and activities
to celebrate the local tradition and to show the contemporary
handicraft production, creating a magic atmosphere full of art,
creativity and events. Held in June.
www.festaceramica.it

Focus on
The Museum of Ceramics of Montelupo
The museum displays an important collection of Montelupo
ceramics production, which started during the 13th century and
focus on the majolica manufacturing. The period between 1420
and 1530 is the highest moment for this production, thanks to
the proximity to the Mediterranean basin and furthermore it was
trendy to set the table of the Italian courts with potteries. More
than 1000 artefacts are displayed and all of them have been found
during the archaeological excavations of ancient furnaces, as
those in “Pozzo dei Lavatoi”. The artefacts retrace the history of
manufacturing production from the Middle Ages to the 19th century,
among them, one of the most important is a dish, the “Rosso di
Montelupo” - a majolica masterpiece of the Italian Renaissance
decorated in grotesques style - named from the red colour used for
the decoration, whose composition is still a mystery.

Montespertoli
The city of wine

The beautiful town of Montespertoli is the true “capital” of Tuscan
wine, surrounded by the vineyard-covered hills that characterize
the typical Chianti landscape. Montespertoli is one of the largest
producers of Chianti wine in the world. It was in the Middle Ages
that the village of Montespertoli began to develop thanks to its
fortunate position along the Via Volterrana and the proximity
to the Via Francigena. Among the places dating to this period
are the splendid parish Church of San Piero in Mercato, which
today houses the Museum of Sacred Art, and the picturesque
village of Lucardo, which still retains its characteristic medieval
features. Moreover, it is because of the commercial importance
of Montespertoli that we owe the presence in the surrounding
countryside of imposing and scenic castles such as those of
Poppiano, Montegufoni and Sonnino, which belonged to a number
of well-known Tuscan noble families and still embellish this
magic territory. If in the past merchants and pilgrims travelled
these roads in search of wealth and holiness, today tourists
can travel by car, on foot or by bicycle along the itinerary of the
Strada del Vino Chianti-Montespertoli (Wine Route). To wine
is also dedicated a real museum at the “I Lecci” Centre, which
illustrates the various stages of production, and the important
event of Mostra del Chianti. This exhibition attracts thousands
of wine lovers every year between May and June. Exploring the
rolling hills surrounding the village, you may also come across
the charming Parco Arte nel Chianti, an open-air contemporary
art place where the relationship between environment and art
is expressed through new evocative languages. Finally, in the
old town centre it is the Amedeo Bassi Museum, which retraces
relevance and successes of this famous tenor of the early 20th
century who, from the small Montespertoli where he was born
and grew up, went on to perform in the most important theatres
in the world.

The Event
The Mostra del Chianti
The Chianti Wine Market Fair has
celebrated for more than half century the
prestigious Chianti Montespertoli and
Chianti Colli Fiorentini wines. Usually held
between the end of May and the beginning of June, the festival
includes tastings of wine and local specialties, organized by the
local wineries and associations, and a historical reenactment
of grain harvesting and beating, set in the early decades of the
20th century curated by the Association Gruppo 900.
www.mostradelchianti.it

Focus on
Amedeo Bassi Museum
The museum is dedicated to Amedeo Bassi (1872-1949) and
is set in the historic centre of Montespertoli, it collects the
tenor’s mementos donated to the Municipality by his heirs
and fans, retracing the life and career through photographs,
objects and films. Visitors can discover something more about
this international star of the early 20th century and about the
Italian lyrical tradition. A selection of music and lyrics can be
listened in a section of the museum; his powerful voice, tender
and strong at the same time, still evocates the heritage passed
down by this great tenor.

Vinci
Leonardo’s hometown

This small town situated on the slopes of the Montalbano hills,
surrounded by vineyards and olive groves, is inextricably linked to
the figure of Leonardo da Vinci, who was born here on 15 April
1452. The castle, which still characterises the town, was built in
the 12th century under the Conti Guidi dominion and to whom it
owes its name. If the medieval alleys and panoramic views are
worth a visit, it is the route that follows in Leonardo’s footsteps that
attracts most visitors. The House where he was born, in Anchiano,
is the first stop on the Leonardo itinerary, which retraces the most
intimate aspects of Leonardo’s human and artistic life and the
deep bond he had with his homeland. Surrounded by olive groves,
the house is also an excellent starting point for a walk along the
routes of the Montalbano hills. In the historic centre, the Museo
Leonardiano displays the work of Leonardo, as technician and
engineer, showing a wide number of machines and instruments.
The models, accompanied by digital animations, show how
the studies of the master covered a wide range of aspects:
from studies about the flight to designs of war machines, from
construction machines to textile ones. The itinerary continues
in the Church of Santa Croce, which houses the chapel of the
baptismal font at which Leonardo was baptised, now embellished
by Cecco Bonanotte’s installations. Vinci also hosts contemporary
art works, reinterpreting the legacy and fascination of the Genius:
Man of Vinci, a sculpture by Mario Ceroli in Piazza del Castello,
the “Horse”, a sculpture in bronze by Nina Akamu, the Piazza dei
Guidi designed by Mimmo Paladino as a spectacular entrance to
the Museum and the sculpture by Wu Weishan Leonardo and Qi
Baishi. Among the places dedicated to Leonardo, there is also the
Biblioteca Leonardiana, an internationally renowned study centre
that houses the entire corpus of manuscripts in facsimile version,
now almost completely accessible online thanks to the website
eLeo: www.leonardodigitale.com/en

The Event
Leonardo Day
One of the main event of the year, celebrating the birth of Vinci’s most
illustrious citizen, on April 15th 1452. Flags with the heraldic colours,
yellow and red, are hanged on the windows of palaces, artists are at
work, installations are set in each corner of the city, the music spread
out throughout the city and special workshops are organized for
children, guided tours and nature walks, all dedicated to Leonardo.
The event begins with the ringing of the bell from the Conti Guidi
Castle and ends in Piazza della Libertà with a large birthday cake
offered to all participants.

Focus on
The Museo Leonardiano
With more than 80 models of machines and
instruments referencing to Leonardo’s codes,
the museum is one of the largest and most
original collections dedicated to Leonardo the
scientist, technologist and engineer. Crossing
the enigmatic Piazza dei Guidi, we reach the
Palazzina Uzielli where we find some rooms dedicated to construction
machines, textile technology, mechanical clocks and the special section
dedicated to Leonardo’s studies of anatomy. The original nucleus of the
collection, however, is on display in the nearby Conti Guidi Castle. This
is where it is possible to see the futuristic war machines and the large
wing, while the Leonardo in Vinci section explains his liaison with his
birth’s town and how it was a source of inspiration for his studies and
works. Do not miss the panoramic view over the Tuscan landscape
from the terrace of the castle tower, often depicted by Leonardo. The
museum itinerary continues at the Villa del Ferrale, towards Anchiano.
The villa houses a permanent exhibition Leonardo and painting a
multimedia painting section, reproducing Leonardo’s works.
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